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NEW YEAR'S DAY.

- Ttis once more our privilege and pleasurc to
the readers of the National Tatelligenser on
}ﬁﬂlm& of a Now Year, and to tender them our
best wishes for their happiness and prosperity
during all the months that shall mark its course.
+ 'Phe suspices under which the day breaks upon
‘the land speak, indeed, rather of toil and endur-
#nce than of ease or enjoymeat. Butif we have
‘fallen on evil times they none the less come to
gﬁ;’. citizen with their adjuration to manly effort.
If there ever was a season when the voice of the
syren, Sloth, might surely count on her vo'aries,
that season has certainly passed away.at an hour
‘when; alike in the council-chamber of the legisla-
tor, the bureaux of the Cabinet, and in the ¢ tented
ﬂo{d,” g0 many incentives call the actors in this
solemn eorisis to high-minded thovght and hercic

¢ 'The year which is just closed has been fertile in
great events, but it is not presumptuous to say
M the year which has now dawned upon us is
pregoant with events that shall be still more mo-
mentous; becaunse destined in all human probability
to fix for years the fate of the Republic. The
ourtain which bangs like the impenetrable veil of
Isis before the future that awaits us no band may

jme to lift, and the wisest secrs confess to
h! Jost their power to divice. But every
citizen, whether in public or in private life,
whether in exalted or in humble station, can reso-
lutely address himself each day to the day’s ap-
pointed duties, ‘‘as ever in the sight of the Great
Taskmaster's eye;” and, if faithfully performing
those duties, each in his sllotted sphere, may safcly
leave the issue of the great strife to be guided to
its predestincd end by the hand of Him who led
His socient people through the wilderness like a
flock, and whose throne in the heavens abideth

forever.

RIGHTS QF CITIZENSHIP.

We have reccived, iﬁlmp!]]et form, a copy of
the opimion pronounced by Mr. Attorney General
BaTEs in answer to the question whether ¢“a man

is legally incapacitated to bo a citizen of the Uni-
ted States by the sole fect that he is a colored and
not a white man.”

This question arose under our navigation laws, |
and upmponndcd to the Attorney General by the
Secretary of the Treasury under the following cir-
cumstanoes: A schooner of New Bruzswick (N.J.)
was detained by a revenue cutter of the Govern-
ment at South Amboy, in that State, because com-
msanded by a “ colored man,” and #o by a person
pot held and decmed ‘a citizen ¢f the United
States.” Mr. Cnasg, therefore, sabmitted the in-
quiry raised by the commander of the revenue cui-
ter, whether * colored men’”’ may be eitizens of the
United States, and therefore competent to be the
masters of vessels under the navigation laws regu-
Iating our coasting trade.

Pretermitting any respouze to the question whe-
ther it is legally possible for a slave to be a citizen
of the Upitcd States, ss not coming within the
scope of the inquiry raiscd by the case in hand,
the distingnished law officer of the Goversment
proceeds with great acumen aad logical diserimi-
nation to discuss the eseential nalure and intrinsic
guality of citizenship. Drawing o line of de-
niareation between the political powers aud privi-
leges secured to cerfain classes of citizens and the

.. - fundamental guality of citizonship regarded in its

puze and simplo essence, lie arrives at the conoln-
sion that a “ free man of eclor, if born in the Tai-
ted States, is o citizen of the [nited States, and,
if otherwise qualificd, is competeat, under the acts
of Congrese, to be the master of a veseel engaged
in the coastiog trade.”

Mr. Bates holds that “every person born in this
country is at the moment of birth prima fucie a
ecitizen.” To. disprove this citizenship “ some
great disfranchisement’” must be shown to override
the “ matural born’ claim. Votling and hclding
office are not tests of citizenship, nor do they ne-
Mj sccompany it. Female and juvenile citi-
sens are not voters, and the spectacle has heen pre
i of o person holding office while professirg
alleginnce. © Mr. Bates cites the cace of
‘Bernard, who for a long time held the office
of Engincers in our military service,
‘who all the time avowed his French allegianoe.
The Constitution ordaics nothing in regard to
eolor, race, or condition, &s the terms of citizen-
ship. It admits of no class cf people intormediate

‘ulions and citizers. We have no “ deni-
‘in the sense that that term is employed in
aglish law. Attornoy Genorsl Legare did in-
y that term (o free colored persons, in an
in whioh he reached the conelusion that
‘eolored man, a native of this country,”
m land undor the not of Septomber,

1841, which act deolares that a pre-emptivner must
be & citx b the 1pited Stater, or one who has

intention to be such

‘prooceds, in the conrse of his argu-
ew other bearing on the sub-

preg b ves to the wholo bo fallest and
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of our jurispradency.
f ake ¢ hﬁlﬂlﬂh opportanity
_ At “'“:tfﬂ onr mm,
‘sccompany an ans ite
"ﬂn ‘appreciation of its mﬂ'zﬁm

FOREIGN MEDIATION.

At the close of the last month we placed before
our readers the official notes that had been rccently
exchaonged between the French and English Goy-
ernments ia referencs to a projected mediation on
the part of the three Courts of France, Great Bri-
tain, and Ruossin, with a view of so combining
their counsola in the interest of the two belligerent
| partics to our civil war as “ (o help thom out of a
position which ecems to have no issue.”

In commenting on these papers at the time we
took oceasion to draw attention to the fact that
what the French Kmperor proposed was simply
friendly mediation, and pot at all Fntervention,
properly so calied. It was in this light that both
the British and the Russian Government under-
stiod and answerel the proposition, and both con-
curred in the opinion that at that time any such
“ mediation’” would be inopportune and tend only
to defeat the friendly purpose which all the Gov-
ernments professed to have at heart. 1
As we have previously said, in discussing re-
ported projects of foreign miediation, it is apparent
that any pacification must, in the end, depend
upon ihe temper and condition of the respective
belligerents. Ia a word, it must ceme from with-

from without by any Power or combination of
Powers. And thisis virtually the declared opinion
of the British Government, as announced by Farl
Raussel!, when, in reply to M. Drouyn de L’huys,
he wriles as follows : -

“ [ler Majesty’s Government think that it would be bet-
ter to wateh esrefully the progress of opinion in Ameriea,
und if, as there sppsars reason to hops, it may be found
to bave undergone, or mny undergn hereafler, any change,
the three Courts might then avail themselves of such
change to offer their friendly counsel with a greater pros-
peet than vow existe of its being necep‘ed by the two con-
tending parties.”

Oa the first of the present month we took occa-
sion to say that il “the war which now desolates
¢80 large & portion of our land is ever to come to
‘an end, a3 in the nature of things it must do at
‘ some future day, it is easy to foresee that its close
‘ will Le either preced.d or marked by some kind
¢ of ‘pegotiations’ between the National Govern-
‘ ment and the insurgent populations of the Eeceded
¢ States.” :

Nothing short of the extermination of the latter,
whicl nobody contemplates, can remove the ocea-
sion for some definitive ascertainment of their
political status after the military power shall have
been wholly or partially withdrawn from their ter-
ritory. This is equally true whatever is destined
to be the event of the war. And it was in fore-
sight of this inevitable stage appointed, to be
reached at the eonclusion of the strife that President
Linconn, in his Insngural Address, warned his
Southern countrymen against its beginning in the
following terms, and, as if to give emphasis to
them, ke recalled and recited the same words in his

late annual message :

“‘ Physieally speaking, we cannot separate. We canvot
remove our reapretive seetions from ereh uther, nor build
an impuessble wall bétween them. A busband and wify

sy be divoreed, aud go out of the presence snd beyond -
the reach of each other; but the different psrts of our

eonntry eannot do this. They cannol but remsin face to

face ; and intercourse, either amicable or hostide, must

coutinue between them. Is it poasible, then, to make that

intercourss mora ndvantagesur or more satisfactory after

separat on than before 7 Can aliens maka treatioa easier

than friends can wake laws T Can tresties be wore faith-

fully enfurced batween sliens than laws can among friends 1

F!fppmr you goty war, you ||fh.l.lﬂ'lju_"lf m‘rm'ys; and w"iﬂl,

after much loss on both grdes, and no gain on cather, you cease

fighting, the identical old guestions, as to terms of inter-

rourse, ATC ACALA NPON You

It is in view of such principles and convictions
entertained by the Execative head of the Givern-
ment, sustsined as they are by the most self-evi-
dent axioms of history as applicd to the settlement
of groat civie feuds, that the place of a friendly
mediation 28 distinguished from a tbreatening in
{ervention can be clearly seon and should be gene-
rally recoguised. And it is in acknowledgment
of this esscntial distinotion that that lesding Ad-
migistration jourpal, the New York Tribune, in
its number of Saturday last, breaks ground in faver
of a friendly mediation for the “arbitration” of
our pending political difficulties. It says:

“1f n Government notoricusly free from partiality or
from sinister impn'ses—1bat of switzerlond, for examplo—
ware to tender to oura its good offices to bring about a
reconeiliation botween ua snd the reb:ls, we shoull urge
that the proposition ba met frank'y and cordially. What-
ever ite resu't, we shoull regord the proffar itself as an
aet of genvioe kindness. Give ues an iotelligent, eapable,
upright tribuisl, wnd wo would nrge that cur Government
chen d seeept it and appenr befure it prepared to prove
that the union of sll our Staten s n gwgr:glﬂeal and po-
litienl necessily—tbat the North cannot possibly be fightng
to suhjogate the 8 uth, secing that 1hs Goverament she
fighta for 1s that which hes geverally eocured the sway of
ths Bonth—nud that slavesy, nothing but slavery, soeks the
diwolution wud overthrow of the Awerican Republic. Oualy
tocure & capuble sud csndd fribunal, snd we should be
willing to submit without fear to ita arbi ration.”

There are thrie ways in which it has boen pro-
posed to end the war,

Une is “to eanquer a peacs” by militury move-
ments, conducied on military principles and directed
agsinst the military power of the insurgents. This
way seoms latforly to have fallen into disrepute.

Another, and with some a favorite plan, pro-
poscd to conguer the insurgents by plying them
with paper ¢ proclomatizns of freedom,” calling on
the “ loyal blacks”” to deseri the service of their
“rebel masters” and flock to the banners of the
Union. It is perhaps proper that those who were
earliest and most confident in predicting the sue-
cegn of this plan should now be the first to dis-
connt its foreseen failure by invoking “foreign
mediation’” as the third and last resort for ending
the war—by “ arbitration.”

CONNECTICUT.

The special session of the Legislature of Conneoticut
Inated only two weeks. It does not appear that much buri
ness wag dong.  The militia law of the Btato was amended,
and an net was passpd to secure the right of voting to the
tronps of (he State who are now in the army. A commit-
toe was pent to the army to And out bhow the men were
enred for. Tty members saw all the Connectiont reg menta,
and, though they made no formal report, gave nesurance
that every possible nttention was paid to the wants of the
sick nnd wonndod, The Legldlatnes, howsver, plneed in
the hands of the Governor the. sum of $10,000 10 ba ox-
pounded as bis julgment may suggest in finding out and ro-
leving the wants of the broops,

in, avd can never be imposed on a raluetant people |

“ble character then is genesally supposed.

" WASHINGTON :

FROM THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.

MeADQUARTERS ARMY OF Poromac,
Wednasday, December 31st.

A reconnoigsnnes in foree went out yeslerdsy moiving,
which will probably be heard from in & few days.

It is believed here that « considarable portion of Gen,
Loa's aroiy has moved from its Inte pocition ib our front
und gone up the Rsppahaunock. Ite destinating, howeves,
i not koown,

It hins been naserta'ned by flag of truee thal Captaio
Bweanngen, of the late Brig. Gen Jacksou's s'aff, who
was reported killed in the baitle of tha 13th instant, was
ooly wounded and captured. He Is now doing well, ut &
farm-houss nbout four miles in rear of the enemy’s front.

Lieut Eddy, ordnanee officer of Gen. Whipple's stafl,
is @ prisoner in Kichmend, He was ushurt in the batils

ADVANCE ON MURFREESBORO,

LowsviLLe, Dec. 30, 10 P. M —~Gesn. Ro esrians oap-
tured seversl cannon on his approach to Murfreesbore,
and reporis from below iudicats an engagement progress.
ing at that pleace. .

Puinaperenia, Dec. 31.—The Inquirer has advices
from Nashville that the army of Gen. Rocecrans has moved
on the rebzls, driving them before him. There was con-
sideruble heavy skimisbing. The Federals ure in high
apirits and uare anxious for a fight On Monday the ad-
vanco of Rosecrans was in sight of Murfreesborough. The
enemy, in full view, were drawn up io line of battle. A
battle wes expected on Tuesday.

PRESBSING THE REBELS IN ARKANSAS.
81. Louis, Dec. 31.—Gen. Blunt telegraphs to Gen.
Curtis, under date of Buenn Vista, (Ark.) December 251k,
as fullows :

““My lung-renge guns sre now shelling the rebel camp
scross the river five miles below here. If the enemy does
not retreat during the night, I shsll endeavor to eross my
troops over in the morving and offer them battle.
“Amnng the property capiured are four etenmers heg-
vily Inden with supples, and a ferry-boat wilha large
amount of ammunition, :

* Quite a number of the enemy were killed.”

REPULSE OF THE GUERILLA MORGAN.

LouisviLLg, DEc, 30, 10 P.M —Col. Harlsn sttscked
Morgan at Rolling Fork yesterdsy morning. The engage-
meat lasted &0 hour and & ba'f. Harlan killed and wound-
ed & number ¢f rebels, losing two killed snd three wounded.
Tue rebels retrested towards Bardstown, having lost seve
ral killed and wousded, snd o captain sud six privates eap-
tured. Morgan spent lnst mght at Baidstown, and moved
eastward on the Bpringfield turnpike A messenger re-
ports tc Harlan that our forces bad an ¢ ngagement st New
Haven this morning snd repulsed the rebals there.

Bheppardaville and Rolling Fork bridges are safe. The
trestle-work on Muldraugh'a Hill is so seriously damaged
that it will require & mooth for its restoration. * Two small
biidges, which esn be easily restored, were burced by the
rebels near Lebanon Junction. The abose comprises all
the damage done by the rebzsls to bridges on the Louisvills
and Nashville raiirosd and its tributa:ivs.

NEW MADRID RE-OCCUPIED.
Camo, Dec. 30.—New Madrid is to ba re-occupied
Tha Thirty-sighth Tows went there to-day. All is quiet at
Columbua,

CAPTURES IN LOUISIANA

The New Orleans Delta of the 20th ultimo says: * We
learn from & gentleman just arrived from Berwick's Bay
that an expedition sent up through Grand Lake, Pass
Chicot, and the Atchafalays by Commodors Buchansn,
succeeded in capturing two steamers, the Naviope and the
Southern Merchant, nod a launeh. The steamers were
loaded with sugar, and the leureh with arms, ammunition,
and one small brass pisce. The crews dessried the boats
when the guoboat wade its eppearance and took to the
woods. The expedition wes a complete success, and
much demage was inflicted on the enemy.”

THE MISSISSIFPI EXIEDITION,

The * Mississippi Expedition,” about which 80 mnch has

been eaid and so little kcown, is slready on the way, or
pethaps by this time has ariived st its destination. Its
commanding officer is not Gen. MeClernand, but Gen.
Sberman. We saspect that the object has been all along
to keep the name of Gen. MeClornend prominent ns the
organiger of Lhis expedition at Cairo, for a #'ragetic pur-
pose, while the expedition was, in fact, gotting ready at
aod moving from a differest point,
The Mississippi expedition is of s much woie formila
Its organization
embrsoes three graod divisivns, of whick Gea. A..J. Smith's
is the right, Gen. Morgan 1. Smith’s the centre, and Gen.
George W, Morgen's the left. The number of troops em-
braced ia thesa corps we, of erurse, eannot state; but it
may be re'ied upon that it will require a rebel fores of not
lass than fifty or sixiy thoussnd wen to make any thipg
like succeseful npposition. The composition of this army
in entirely Northwestern, our own Btate baving therein no
¥mall representation

In addition to and iodependent of this expadition is an
army, ssid t6 number sixty thousand men, st Helena, Ar-
kansns, under Gen. Steele.  Thst army, ss we wee by the
recent order for transports, is also about te move, if it is
not already in motion. Wkat part in the gravd drama of
war io the Southweet this army is destined to perform will
not long rewaln secret.— Chicago Post of December &k,

MISSOURI LEGISLATURE.

Jerrerson Cirv, (Mo.) Dec. 30.—Both Houses of
the Legislature comploted their organization lo-lay by the
eleation of all the emancipation eandid ite:

There seeme fo have been n general feel'ng that Con-
gress shonld lead off in the emancipation movement, and
there is no doubt a prompt and liberal tender of compen-
snt 0n would greatly facilitate the emancipation messure
ia the Legislatur..

There ie & strang prospect that the Senaborial guestion
will be disposed of this wrek. By the constitution of this
Btste simply & majority ia required to pasy any bill over
the Governor's velo. :

ANOTHER YIRGINIA CONGRESSMAN.

A Norfulk letter staten that fhe Congressional eleetion
in that district has resuitod in the selegtion of J. €. MeLeod
for the Thirly-seventh Congress. He i a pative Virginian,
and hase resided in the Stato sll hia life. The voto pol'ed
in Norfolk ** waw as largn ns usual, considering tha circum.
etance of the many male jubabitants now abssut in the
rebel army or otherwice beyond our lines."

THE GUERILLAS IN WESTERN KENTUCKY.

The New Albany Ledger snys there 1a no longer reason
to doubt that the design of the rebols in Tennvsaas is to
make & well-planned raid upon the lower Ohio towne. It
has direct information of ruch a movement toward Pa-
ducab and Bmithland, the object being to blocknde the
lower Ohio. Tt in reported that thers are over two thou-
eand rebels seattered in Lyon, Onltwell, Telgg, Chriatisn,
Hopkine, and Grove connties, which can be concentrated
at short notice. A sufficient namber of troaps are being
dispatchod to points between Louiaville and Henderson to
protect the border.

The United Statea ahip Baratogy, Capt. Gleady, arrived
at Philadelphia on Suturduy from the west const of Afriea,
where she bas been stationed for the last two yeara. Not-
wilhstanding the unbealthiness of the station, not one of
the officars or erew that wore baken outin the ship died. She

waa relioved by the ship St. Louis.
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FROM MEXICO.

Aeceoints from Vera Cruz (o the 7th of December siats
that Gen. Forey was still at Origaba, completing his pre-
parations For an ewrly advance on the city of Mexieo, so
v 0ok o be checked o tha way by Gen. Ortega, who is at
Puebla at the hesd of & etrong foree, or by Juarez, who
ie forfifying Mexico. Tha head of Geu. F.’s two columne,
wider Gana. Bartier and Rayaine, bad reached San Andrea
Chalehicomuln and San Augostin del Palwa, two militnry
(poaitions commanding the road to Pusbla. The Freunoh, it
is anid, were cordinlly received by the inhabitants of Ma-

of Krench intervention, snd works in connexion with Al-
monta to secure its sucopes.

The Mexican Congress has issued a wanifesto against
the Franch invagion, and an appesl to the people to resist
it tor tho last extremity. Itie a spirited document. ‘They
ey thit the French Emperor has no right to ssttle their
domestic difficulties, and that he is sttemptiog to deceive
tha world when he says he does nut send wer bt happi-
ness §0 the Mexicans. Thay say that thry will never
aceept the least fireign intervention in their affairs, or in
their social and political organization; that Juarez having
been constitutivnally elecled Chief Magistrate of the Re-
public, they will never congent te reccive the law from s
forcign Power, kowever powerful it may be, however
numercns and warl ke may be the srmies with the aid of
which the country is invaded, but that they will oppose,
now and always, until the legal term of his power 18 con-
cluded, bis separation from tho post which he wo worthily
oceupies. 2

By way of Havans we have Gen. Prim’s defence before
the Spanish Cortes of bis course in Mexico. It contains
nothing that has not been previously pnblished. Gen.
Prim expressed his opinion that the Freneh forces would
cater the city of Mexico, but that the expedition would
be onetly and without resu't, and the war protracted.

THE CASE OF COMMANDER PREBLE.

The followjng official amﬁm seta forth the reasons
for the diemissal of Commander Preble from the Navy :

“ NavY DEPARTMENT, DzcEMBER 12, 1862

“ 8IR : The Board convened for the p of consider-
lng the case of Mr. George H. Preble having reported
that in its opinios Commander Preble did not perform his
whole duty, snd did not do his utmost to prevent the Oreto
from entcring the harbor of Mobile, has requested permis-
sion to give briefly some of the reasons which have guided
it to this decuwn.

“1st. The failure {o arrest the Oreto turns, in Cow-
mander Preble’s thiee reports submitted to the Board,
upon his ignorance of her character, and his suppaosition
that ske was an English man-of-war. The practice of the |
ten supplies & mode of ascertaining the character of a sus-
picious vessel, eimilar Lo the challenge of  sentinel on
post. IT tue challenging or signal gun had been fired in
the usual manver at the usual time, sceording to common
praclice in such cnses, the real character of the Oreto
wou!d bave been g0 far mnde appsrent that Commander
Prchlhe would have been aware of the necessity of stop-
plag ner. '

" 2d. Owing to this negleet, the advantages of time and
of position were lost ; and both of these advantages were
still further thrown away—firet, by hailing, which is not
cuslomiry or proper in such circumstances; and, second-
E‘: by waiting t fire more than one shot across the Orelo’s

w

*3d. The Board does not, by the llerea reporta subunit-
ted 1o it, errive at the conclusion shal the Oret.’s conduct
was ruch as to justify ber being mistaken fer a British man-
of-war,

“4th The Board is of ihe opinion that when Command-
or Pisble arrived at the conclusion tbat the Ursto was a
British man-vFwar, he had no Just motive, in this conelu-
sion, for not proceeding to resist with force an attempted
violation of (he blockade.

*Bth. The proces dinfg in these cases io blockading ser-
vice is the ssmas with all nations. A sigual gun, fired by
the etationary or cruwsing vessel, conveys to the strange
sail & determinalion to communicale, a éhallenge to stop,
and & desire (o be informed of his character. 1!: is gene-
rally answered by & guo, and the strange sail places him-
sell in o situstion to be easily roached. If, aiter this
signal gun bas been fired by tb:g ckading veesel to warn
the strauge suil, the former should fire a .ﬁom-d |un, then
the lIatter, if a wan-ol-war of a foreign nation, would return
the fire. ! .

“@th. Fioally, Commander Preble admits that if he-had
known the frue character of the Opeto he could bave
boarded ber; or,in other words, that she was in his power ;
uod bis failure to perform his whole daty consists, in the
judgment of the B ard, in his not having employed in tea-
son the ordinary means 6f ascertaining her charaetor, and
in losivg the advnntages of time and position still further
by ebopping 10 bali, sod sfterwards to fire a second and
third ahot seross her bow,

“ Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,

“4 H. FOOTE,
* Rear Admiral and Senior Officer.
““Hon Giprox WELLES, Secreiary of the Nary."”

BALTIMORE COUNCILS AND GEN. BSCHENCK.

On Friday worning last the members of the two branches
of the City Councils of Baliimore, after assembling in their
reaprotive chambers, made a formal visit to Major General
Sckesck, commanding the Eighth Army Corps, baving
his beadquarters in Baltimore. The kenl.lamn selocted
to address the General upon the part of the Conncils was
D. H. Hoores, Erq., who was introduced by Maj. Lynch,
of the Geueral's ¢!all, efter which Mr. Hoopea introduced
A number of the wembers of the municipsl bodies. This
enll upon Gen. Schenck was made without previous notifi-
eation, and whilst be was earnestly engaged in official du-
tles. A very feeling aud appropriate address was made
by Mr. Hoopes, being responsive mainly to Gen Schenck's
officinl eddress upon assuming the command of the Middlg
Mifitary District,

Gen. BCHENCK, in reply, remncked that it was gratify-
ing to bim to weet the Councils of Baltimore on the veca-
sion, and the rpint and tone of the address of Mr. Hoopea
eould not but receive the warm apprubation of evary luyal
man in the entire country. Therg was sn unsoiwity iu the
politienl and patciotio privciples of the Conneils of the city
which refl-eted bonor upon its citizens, and which eonld
be imitated with great ndvantage to the national cause by
other corporste bodies. Inall his official conduet here he
wirhed the members of ike Council to uoderstsnd that he
would ot measure & wan by bla eloth nor by his e uipage.
So far Irom that, he held the man who hauled eotbon
through the streets of the city, (and they would woon bave
more tohaal,) and was true to his Government, in far high-
ar edtimalion than any traitor who resided in brown stone
wansiong in the Monumental equares of the city. Anpos:
tral heritage, weslih, or influsnca of family wuulj LO BOODer
commuand his ntleminu‘iliun the olaims of the poorest and

most unpretending loyal citizen remding within the limits
of the Mildle De:nh:ent. 4

Tho General excused Limself from any fartber romnrks,
again said he :n Wappy ia Leing ealled upon by the Coun-
cile, and hoped that in the dischurge of bis duties he would
continue to receive their approbation,

A few jatroductions followed, when the members retir-
od, seoming § pleased wi e interview.

SCIENTIFIC WORK.

We hava for soveral daga had on our table a quarto
volume of 520 pages, enfitled “ Astronomical aand Meteoro-
logical Observations,” mado at the United States Naval
Obscrvatory during the year 1861, contaiving the annual
report of the Buperintondent of the Observatory, Com-
mander JM. Gauiss, of the various scientific operptiong
exconted at thia establishment during the preceding year.
Wo are of course not competent to estimate critically the
value of this addition to the science of the country, which
will doubtless recnive proper notice from competent sei-
eutific authorfiea elsewhers. Wa hold ourselves, how-
ever, (novin miying this do wo feel na if laying any great
weight npan our conscience,) quite compotent to nppreei-
ate ibe high administrative abilitics of Captain Gilliss, the
present Superintendent, in baving, 0 soon afier the closs
of the yenr, givan to the'publie a work of such maguituds,
involving evidently so muoh Iwbor of @iscuss’on and com-
putation. It affords, we think, gratifying evidence that,

in thess unhappy days, the Obssrvatory at least bas not

tamoras. Miramon has declared bimself & warm supporter |-

IMPORTANT TESTIMONY.

The Waterbury (Con.) American publisbes the following
important letter frowm the Hon, Lyman W, Coe, of thai
city. Mr. Coe is a member of the Senate of Conneeticut,
and was appointed ehuirman of the committee appointed
by the Legislature, after the battle of Fredericksburg, to

and report their wants and eondition. He is a leading
Republiean and a gentleman of high character snd reputa-
tion, so that Lis report of the eondition of the army has all
the forcs of an officiel record. Flare is his letter:

Y ;lnnqs:ua:; HospiTaL,
ond Hrigade, Sec Corps,
: Near Fredevicksbur, :‘3:: 2]7{‘8&9.
I bave visited the Bth, 11th, 15th, 16th, an1 21st regi-
ments, in Harlan's brigade, ninth srmy corps, sud the 14
and 271h, in the e army corps, snd shall go to-moerrow
in séarch of tho 5th, 17th, aad & regimente, if we can
find them. And here I will say that there is difficulty in
finding & regiment, #s we found ‘in looking up the 27th re-
giment yesterduny, for they are contiuvualy moving their
cumps. It is like a eity of 200,000 ivhabitents without n
dirtetory, aid the stiects not nombered, and then on the
move at that. * - * :
You have no ides of the depreesion theére is in the army
at the result of this bird atempt to go to Richmond.
That it is & complete fuilure no one can deny. The causes
of it may be an open questicn, but one thing is certain—
that there will have to be different mansgement or we!
shull not be & nation much lenger, and have Jeff. Davia to
role over us. I dara not write what I thiok to you, from
what I can gather in the limited time I have had for ob
servation and thought ; but this is certsin, that the Pre:i
dent has got to stop acting as Commander-in-Chief, a part
of his Cabiaet be removed, and snother man placed af the
head of the army, politicians in and out of Congrees silenced,
and, wore than all, the people take hold of the interests
of the country, llog carrywg on the war for selfish ends,
sud also keep quiet and lot the army alone.
I bave found but one opinion in the army about the
merits of Geperale. The srmy elmost to s man are for
McClellan, snd if you expeet the army to uer a peace
you hive get to give them a cholce. It is as clear to them
4s \he sunshine, aud that too with the best feeling for
Buroside, who is muchs respected by all, bat hs has not
the eapaeity for the moving of an army of this magnitude.
Yours, truly, " L. W. Coe.

It ia needlees to quote the words of certain “ On to Rich-
mond" journa's in regard to the fight at Frederickaburg,
in which they bave referred to that batt'e as illustrating an
energy immeneely preferabls to a wore dilatory and poasi-
bly & more satsfactory policy. We find, however, iu the
London Times of the 12:h the following sentence, which
graphically and exhaustively exprosses the state of mind
exisling in this country at the period to which it alludes.
It muet be remembered that the Times of the date mene
tioned was speaking of the facts developed in the latest
American news, szy to sbout tke firet of the present
month. It says :

*“There is ove carnest d:sire which cecnpiea the very
souls of the Goverument party of the Northern Stales—
they are gearning for a General who wil try to take Rich-
mond. It they eould only get a mea who would make an
effurt, it would eatiefy them. If they had a General who
would even bombard the open ci;y of Fredericksburg,
there wonld be eometbing to boast of. If Burnside would
even get himsell killed aud the unlucky amny of the Po-
tomac deelroyed, it would show heart and nerve for the
caunse.'" : .

The very next day Burnside did move on the -enemy's
works in & manner that showed * heart and nerve,” with
resii'te too well kpown to require reespitulstion. The
people are hardly astisfied with the * effort” already made,
and are certuinly willing to take Richmond by surir and
lesa sanguinary processes —N. ¥. Com Adver‘iser.

REBEL INVASION OF KENTUCKY.

From the Lowiseil'e Journal of December 27.
The fact that s formidable foree, under Kirby Smith and
John Morgan, is again in the very heart of our State cannot
and need not be disguised. The Louisvilla and Nashrille
railroad, the only line of commupication between this ity
and Nashville, aad she ouly thorvughfire through which
the grand semy of the Cumberland can at present receive
supplies, has been damaged to anch an exten. that {rans-
portation nver that route muet conse
The lutest and piost reliable information we have receiv.
ed fiom the line of the railrogd we obfained from the cons
doctor, Capt. Swisiey, who returned from Sonora lsst
evening in ckarge of the train which left this city yester-
day worning with ammuaition and other supplies for cur
forces at Gireen river. >
When this train syrived at Susoras, ten miles below Ellza-
bethtown, those on board beard rap'd and heavy firing at
Munfordsville, and there ia but little doubt that an engage-
ment took place thers yesterdny. Capl. Bwisney fult his
way with his train to a poiot atout haif a mile bejow So-
nore, where the truck is skirted by heavy timber. The
irain bad no sooner ariived at the wood tenn it was fired
upoo by rebel oavah y, a portion of the [orce gailoping off
at full speed, as if they were sodeavoring to got in the rear
of the train. No damage was done to {he train, nor was
any person on board injored. Fightesu or twenty rebel
envalrymen were seca at'auotber point in that vieinity, but
they made o _hostile demonstration. When the train al-
Inded to lefe Elizabethtown last evening it was reporied
that the rebel pickels wore ¢ nlering that place.
Wo were slow {0 believe the rt that a rebel foree of
sleven thonsand bad erossed the Cumberlsnd rear Harts-
ville, o thoir way to the interier of Kentncky, but this
movement of the rebel eavalry on the line of the Loulsyille
and Naghvilla railroad removes ull doubt upon that seore,
There may be vome eonnection, too, hetwoen the ramored
advaues of Gens. Fioyd and Humphrey Marshall from
Northeast 1 Kontueky, sod the movement of (e rebels in
ghe gouttern portion of ths State, nud it is not unlikely that
the armies approaching frow either direction medidain o
junction in the Bluegrass region, and suothor raid vpon the
cupital of the State.

S R —

FROM MEMFPHIS.
The Memphis Argus of the 23d ultimo gives the follow-
ing necount of the recent movements of a small guerilla
band in that vieinity, whose presence so exeited the popu-
letion thut the nombers of the enemy were magnified in
despatehes sent Norlh to an army of some thousands :
* Om Batarday night a8 company of guarillas (not regular
cavslry ) appeared on Woll river, two or thres milés from
the city. They were in command of Capt. Burrows, for-
werly a minister of the Cumerlend Preshyterian Church,
but who for the past six monthe hos been engaged, with bis
present company, in oottoa-burning sod ‘ sloshiog' about
generally.  His company sre guerilles, in the generally ao-
cepled eense of the torm, and we unde stand not vegularly
in the Confedersté acrvice, nor ns such recognised b{ it.
They have been operating during the past two or three
mouths in the northarn portion of this couuty, Tipton, and
Fuyolte.
'qﬁnrly on Suaday morning they arrived at the Fair
Grounds, nad during the forenoon s equad cotered the up-
per portion of cur northern suburb, Chelses, croating con-
siderable oxcitement. They came by the Raleigh road,
and remained & couple of hours. A small whiskey shop
stiraoied their attention; and, finding menns to enter, they
belped them-clves to a quantity of tobacco and a liberal
ahare of ‘ chaio-lightning.” 1f avy provisions camo in their
way they doubtleas inted them. We are inforwed
that forty or filty bead of cattle were driven before them
on their retura to the main force. Nothing was heard of
their whe ts yesterday, snd we prosume they movod
off towards Raleigh.”

MOVEMENT OF IRON-CLADS,

Wé learn from Fortreas Monros that two of our iron.
clade, the Monitor and Passale, went to sea on Monday,
secompanied by two gunboats, and followed by the Brit sh
frigate Melpomene. Nothing i known of their destination,
though there ave varions surmises s to the probable point
nghinst whioh they will make s practionl trisl of their
weighty ordnance. The irun-olad Montauk, Capt. Worden,
arrived in Hympton Rosdy on Monday.

A DISTRESSING SHIPWRECK.
8an Fraxoison, Deo. 97 —The ship Sea King, whiek
siiled from this port on the 9th of September for Liver-
pool, londed with wheat, was totally loalswhen ten days
out. All on board were lost exeept the third mate, w

milfered hy & change of masters,

was picked up by the barque Eugene and earried to Peru.
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visit the Connecticut soldiors in the Army of the Putumae.

THE BATTLE OF FREDERICKSBURG.

Extracts of a Letter from an 4 Chapla lain at
: rru'ﬂ:cklil‘r;. e %

Camp or Etouri Rea'r N. ). Voge,
Near Falmouth, ( Va.) Dec. 19, 1868

Of ecur-e you have besrd very full particulars of the re-
conl muvements sbout Fredoricksburg. We see oo papers
here at wil. It woulil seem that papers wore a costraband
arkicle, 80 sedulously are they kept from the eyes of the
{roupe—whether for good. or evil is, [ think, a question.
Neverthelese, o fow incidonts related by an eye-witness
may not prove uninteresting.

We all waited iong and anxiously for the expected at=
tack, marvelliog st the lapse of time, eapecially as Sutner
bad summonad the city to surrender long since, and we
knew that every day's delay’ was advantageous to the ene-
wy, and eo far fatal to ourselves. We began to think that
uo movement wonld be made, and that we wers dosmed to
‘' winter quarters” upon the bankes of the Rsppahsnnoek.

}Nmmmﬂmhnmﬂm ~The enll to

ariug sounded throughout the ** lines,” and ia a single night
every thing was ready for the attack and the press * for-
ward,” as we trosted, direct into Richmend, over & broken
and demoralized foe. '
Thursday morving, the Ilth instant, ssw the entite
aroly ip motion, massing in soms places, marching to
the right or lefr, or making their wey direct to the
river. The passuge across was warmly contested, and
cost us many valuablo lives. To lay the pontoons was diffi-
cult and hazardous; and after all the passage across and
the first entry into the city had to ba made in the bosts by
voluuteers called cut for that speciai purpose. Among the
volunteers who thus crossed, and who loat his life thereby,
was a0 csieemed personal friend—Rev. Mr. Fuller, of the
Sixteenth Massuchuzeits Volunteers. Although ihe bea-
viest possible cannanading was kept up on our part from
the bluffs on this side the river, it seomed to tell with little
effect upon the enamy. Their works were concealed. AN
the advantage of position was theirs. 'Their line of battle
wid a remi-cirele, arrauged on the heights beyond the
plaius that lie back of and reach far to the right and left
of Frederickeburg.* The heighta wero also wkirted by
thick woods. Their advantage of pesition subsequently
told fearfully upon our forcea, all exposed, not only by the
direct fire they could bring to bear, but by an enfllading
fire, which did terrible execulion. Thursday was produe-
tive of little success to us. Fridey (12th) wituessed the
renewal of the artillery eombat: end during the day we
wera enabled fo secure the pontoon hridges and to throw
heavy bodies of troops to the other side. Heavy sicirmish-
ing, ratiier than fighting, on the part of the infantry alone,
characterized the day. Our loss was heavy, much more so
than the enemy's, who was no a% 'l exposed,
On Saturday (13th) the hravy work was done, the hard-
st fighting took plnce, and the reverest losses were ineur-

red, Early in the morning of that day I took position
on & high bluil, from which a battery ’;vas p .  the

.enemy's worka back of thn city. We had not then erossed

the river. Divested of the thoughts and horroes of war
and this wicked rebellion, the sight was grand and inapirit-
ing in all dircetions.  On the open ground back of where I
stond was maseed Hooker's grand division, snd some otter
troops, consisting of perhaps fifty thuusand, of all arms.
These troops swayed with anxiety and suspense as the bat-
tle progressed. 'Ihey were all veterans, and anxious to be
led forwasrd to partake in the dargers and honors of the
siruggle. It wus a clear, heautiful dny, Arma glistoved
eveéry where. Gay unlforms added to the gala iike appesr-
anee of ali thinge.” But the thunder of artillery, and tha
sharp ruitle of musketry, aod the dee auxiety apparent
on nil feees, told too well that ne yday pastime was
transacting, but terrible, serious, awful waz, Beyoad the
river Leavy bodies of soldiers filled the plains, ryiged in
some directicns, forming long lines of batt'a in others
The centre of aliraction, bowever, WeTh tha heights M
rose up to the rear of the oity. On those heights were
plainly viuble the enemy's battle array and the heavy
enrthworks losded with wetillery.  Across the plains from
the city and up thore heights were murching, steadily
bravely, stubburnly, our braves—into the juw'nul'dutb;
It was an atlempt to storm the position. On, on they
went: up, up almost to the very embankments bebind
which the encmy stovd. Thers was a whole division
parently of our troops. Butas they rose over the crest of
the beights, and prepared, with lopd shoute, to rush upon
the foe, he openvd upon them & most terrific and incessant.
fire of grape and canister, at short range, and a most with-
ering fire of musketry. It was periectly awful. It look-
ed like ong Gerce shee® of flame bursting out from the
waods, sad over the crests of the hills, into the vory faces of
cur dogmed wen. They replied with spirit for atime, but
in 80 exposed o position no mortals could atand. We knew
what tho recult must be. Wea hald our breath, scareei
moved, strained our vision to the utmost, but ih.

reality torced itself upon us. The liges wavered, awayed
toand fro, and broke in wild disorder, We may not
biaws those brave men; they did nobly ; they did what
they could, They wers ralliod on the pisins, and, with
other troops sent to suppors them. Agaln my;d thy
“ gtorm,"” I‘Iinﬁ:ng th=ir bsnuers to the breeze, on
went, proudly, defiantly; their *lops were steady; they
never wavercd. I could see great gaps made in ﬂ'm‘n.h
by the galliug fire of the en=my, but nn they vient,

up their shattered ranka as they marched, They rm
the heights, nmid the wildest shouts of thomeslves aod afl
who witnessed their bearing, and, * daﬁbqniclnj." fair-
Iy bore dowa ths fue, aad drove bim from his firat live of
rifle-pits. It was a most gadinnt affair—to my mind, ona of
the moat galisut in the kistory of the war thas far.
thoss aufiered fearfuily. Indeed the biatory of thie
whaole movement before I “ricksburg is most macvellons
in the larribly lung list of killed and wounded consideriug
Low liltléo :vm the gain, if &3 It is mtimn'l:arltht we
recrosscd the river with 13,000 lesa m possessed
when we Ernaqd‘ T

Heayy {ghting mesnwhile was going on t “left,”
under 4m, Fraoklin. The hu-ll“j’_l’l)ll‘l?n‘ of".‘r:w‘e&d
the swelling volumes of muekotry told that Fraukiin was
having & sevors time. Yet he did more sod was more
really successful ou his line than was the oans olsewhbere.
At ous time Lit troonps drove the enemy more than s mile

out of their worke, through the woods, open
ground beyond. Conld a?sz moement o 2»“'.\
been sent to that poink the enemy’s lines biva been

thoroughly bronen, and bis whele forees thrown -
furion. l{ul. 85 it was, the onemy u!liodf.wu rd‘:::;:

ard in turn drove our men hack 1o thair arigmn] muo.,'
About threo o'clock in the aftornoon Hooker's foroes were
divided—one half (our corps) was sent to supprrt Frank-
lin, the oiber half weut olsewhers. W orogsed the river

and moved rapidly dowu 10 tho lefs, eaining our slotted
preition some threse miles below tho eity. During tha
whole line we were under & severe fira of shot and abell,
and ocotsionslly musketiy.  After gotting in line of battle
the fight raged with inereased TIgor on our immediate
right and lell—wes undor a shower of fire, but did not
open m our front, aud 89 we had nothing to do.

How mush loss for nothing ! I is beart-sickening ta
think of the soble ones sl.in snd wonsded in o struggle
that bas proved frwitless, Nobie ones they were ; a ;
them noue mere so than the young, gified, brave, and
chivaleous Bayactl, Genarnl of Cavaley. T knew hios walle
He was s Lovor (o the eountry, to the army. The loas
of such 8 wao alone 14 ternble—and nothing gained !

MISSOURI.

Upon the meeling on Moogsy last of the Log'slature of
Migsouri, L. C. Mauvis, " Radieal Emnncipatisoist,” was
elested Spentior of tin House by twenty-four majort 31 6.
B PaaTT, Emascipationist, wae elected Secretary the
Seaate.  Mr. Richardson, in the Scnate, introduced & o
solution declaring that all Emancipatiooists are favorsble
to compensated vinancipation, as esunciated by the Presi-
deat, which was unagimously sdopted, We gave yester-
day a biief report of Gorornor Gamble's memage, in which
he recommends the adoption of mewayres having 1 view
gradusl emaneipation. |

FROM NEW MEXICO.

J ];:::; C::‘;’l)iw 7. —Santa Fe advicea to the 13th
instant state that it in now pretty wall asoertained in
?n rnbn;nal’i’ ofuehm-d;taﬂl:om.m‘ Mnlbet;emm
n New
Advioes from Fort Stanton are anconrsging. Col. Cars
#on wan in netive of the rebols.
tottlers are on the way to Rio Bonits to opem
ranches, and Inige numbsre of miners wops rushing to
Iacos which warn being so profitably worked '3!..
exans took poiseesion of that portion of the Territary,
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